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CONCLUSIONS

CAUSE_OF DEATH: Undetermined.
MANNER OF DEATH: Undetermined.
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Name : BYERS, Melissa

o Date: 04/01/96 Number ME-228-96

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION

The body was that of an unclad, well developed, obese white female.
Paper bags containing a pair of blue sweat pants, a pair of white
blood-tinged panties, and a bag containing a clear medical bag with ID
tag were submitted with the body. A silver chain with a cross pendant
was present around the neck. Gold-colored loop earrings were pierced
into the ear lobes. A gold-colored band and ring with multiple clear
stones were present on the ring finger of the left hand. A gold-colored
band was present on the ring finger of the right hand. At initial
examination, the hands, feet, and head were enclosed in paper bags. The
body weighed 211 pounds, was 68 inches in height and appeared consistent
with the reported age of 40 years. The body was cold. Rigor was present
and fixed in all extremities. Lividity was present and fixed on the
posterior surface of the body except in areas exposed to pressure. The
scalp hair was long and brown. The irides were brown. The corneae were
filmy. The  conjunctivae and sclerae showed congestion without
petechiae. The external nares contained scanty mucous. Brown-red dried
fluid was present in the oral cavity and on the 1ips. The teeth were
natural and in good condition. The external auditory canals were dry.
Examination of the neck revealed no evidence of external injury or
scars. The chest was externally normally developed, with no evidence of
penetrating injuries. A 1 inch well healed scar was present on the right
lower breast. A punctate abrasion was present on the medial lower left
breast. The breasts were otherwise equal without masses. The abdomen
was obese. A 4 inch horizontally oriented well healed scar was present
below the umbilicus and extended to the pubis. The external genitalia
were of a normal adult female. No trauma was present. The legs showed
normal development, without traumatic injuries. Hospital identification
was present around the right ankle. Red polish was on the toenails. A
hospital tag and ME tag were present on the left toe. The upper
extremities showed no penetrating injuries. Multiple 1/2 to 2 1/4 inch,
linear, well healed scars were present on the anterior right and left
wrists. No distinct scarred needle tracks were present. A hospital
identification tag was present around the Tleft wrist. No extremity
tattoos were present. The nails were long, red and atraumatic. The
spine was palpably intact. The anus was unremarkable. The posterior
surface of the body showed normal development and was atraumatic. A
tattoo of a heart and scroll were present on the right upper back, the
name "“Christopher" was present in the scroll. There was no evidence of
significant recent injury to the posterior aspect of the body.

EVIDENCE OF MEDICAL ATTENTICQM:

A bandaged 1/4 inch diameter needle puncture wound was present on the
right subclavicular skin with underlying hematoma.

A bandaged needle puncture wound was present on the right anterior
wrist.
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