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Father seeks grand jury inquiry

Says 5 officials stifled investigation of girl’s death

B8Y JOHN HAMAN
Democrat Conway Bureau

MARSHALL - The father of
a Marshall girl who died mys-
teriously in September 1989 at
a junior class party 1s calling
for a grand jury investigation
and has tried to get crimnal
charges against five officials
for interfering with the tnvesti-
gation

Ron Ward, father of Olvia
«Jame” Ward, turned over affi-
davits on Nov. 5 to Deputy Pro-
sccuting  Attorney George
Stephens of Marshall request-
ing charges of hindering prose-
cution against Prosecuting At-

torney H.G Foster of Conway,
state Medical Examiner
Fahmy Malak, ex-deputy pro-
secutor Judith Conway, Searcy
County Coroner Thomas Mar-
tin snd Searcy County sheriff's
deputy George Sutterfield

“Jame" Ward, 186, a junior at
Marshali High School. was
found dead hy ambulance at-
tendants about 830 pm Sept.
9 in the back of a pickup truck
parked near an ambulance
service.

An > .ckansas State Police
investiz -1on fonnd witnesses
who siud Ward was drinking
beer from a keg at a jumor

class about 7 p.m. when
she fgﬁr%ackward from the
porch and struck her head.

Ward claims his daughter
may have been murdered, and
the officials are trying to cover
up the murder because the
child of a local public official
is a suspect 1n the killing

After an extensive investi-
gation, Foster recommended
in February that no charges be
filed 1 the death.

“Thss 1s insane,” Foster said
when he found out about
Ward's attempt {o file cnmna!
charges “This 1s bt****»* cut
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from yard cloth.

“George (Stephens) looked
at the affidavit, reviewed it
and there is nothing there.” No
~harges against the officials
will be filed, he said.

TWard sand he also presented
Stephens with a 1200-signa-
ture petition asking Foster to
remove himsel from the case
and for another prosecutor to
:all for a grand jury investiga-
ton into the death.

Snra of mystery,” Ward said
“She was beaten to death. It's

the ouly obvious conclusion
you could come to.”

for a grand jury investigation
because he Is satisfied with
the state police inquiry, and
the grand jury would cost
Searcy County tems of thou-
sands of dollars.

Upon hearing of Ward's pe-
tition drive last week, Circuit-
Chanctery Judge David L. Rey-
nolds of Conway signed an
lorder appointing Prosecuting
Attorney John Frank Gibson of
Monticello to take over the
case, review the investigative
file and make a decision on
whether a grand jury should
be called.

Reynolds said Foster has

not filed the order because
Circuit Judge Francis T. Dono-
van of Conway smd he would
order & grand jury investiga-
ggk of Reynolds’ and Foster's
avior if the order is filed.

Donovan would not com-
ment Tuesday when asked if
he would order a grand jury
review.

“l have nothing to say to
you,” he sard

have not delved deeply enough
into the case file to accurately
re(lect the tn- -stigation.

“Any time .ou have a situa-
tion and you ook at pieces of
u' you end up with the seven
blind men and the elephant,”
Foster said. “To my knowl-

[ Foster a0 media reporis

edge, not one of the reporters
has gone all the way around
the elephant and opened their
eye&'!

FToster said the FBI has in
vestigated the case, but FBI |

Special Agent Ron Wolfe, an

agency represeantative, said he

iknew of no 1nvestigation.

3 T
accepted the fall from the |
porch as the cause of death, '

several facts eloud the case

Ambulance workers and a !
identified the

witness who
body told the Arkansas Demo-
crat Ward was dressed in a
white pin-striped T-shirt, blue
jeans, tennis shoes, a bra and
fatnties at the bank parking
o
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